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SUBJECT: ILLICIT PAYMENTS 

REF: (A) STATE 41453, (B) STATE 53419, (C) EC BRUSSELS 1887 

1 . MISSION HAS INFORMED COMMISSION OF CANCELLATION OF MARCH 
MEETING TO COORDINATE VIEWS FOR ECOSOC WORKING GROUP MEETING 
ON ILLICIT PAYMENTS (REF B). 

2. RENALTO CORONNA, EC OFFICIAL DEALING WITH MNC QUESTIONS, 

SAID THAT ALTHOUGH THE COMMISSION HAD A GENERAL INTEREST IN 
ILLICIT PAYMENT QUESTIONS, IT WOULD NOT LIKELY BECOME 
INVOLVED IN THE ONGOING UN EXERCISE. (COMMISSION PARTICI- 
PATES IN ECOSOC AS A COMMUNITY INSTITUTION WITH OBSERVER 
STATUS.) CORONNAL EXPLAINED THE EC WILL 

CONTINUE TO CONDEMN SUCH PRACTICES OPENLY, BUT THE EEC TREATY 
GIVES THE COMMISSION NO POWER WHATSOEVER TO DEAL WITH WHAT 
IS ESSENTIALLY A PENAL QUESTION.HINTON 
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